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WASHINGTON
Why Washington?

Transportation links
To the west, U.S. Route 24 and lllinois Rouli@lBWashington to:
Interstate 74 (5 miles),
U.S. Route 150 (4 miles), and
U.S. Route 116 (4 miles).
To the east, U.S. 2Ztends to:
Interstate 39 (17 miles),
Interstate 55 (33 miles) and beyond.
Washington is near the Greater Peoria Airport (15 miles), Central dlIRegional Airport
(37 miles), and the lllinois River (10 miles to public dock).
U.S. Route 24 is a primary transportation route to Interstate 55 and Chicago.
Traffic counts: Business U.S. Route 24 through Washington carries over 21,000 vehicles
per day, connecting shopping centers, restaurants, and the historic Washington Square.

Economic incentives
Two Tax Increment Financing (TIF) districtgith over 18 acres of vacant land—all served
with infrastructure, all zoned commercial—and incentives for new businesses.
Citywide Enterprise Zonevith 100% property tax abatement for improvements, sales tax
abatements on materials and equipment, permit fee waivers, and more.
Downtown Square TIF district offers renovation and improvement subsidies.

Training and educational resources
lllinois Central College — ICC tailors numerous standardized and customizedgra
programs to area companies, including Caterpillar and other major manufacture
Bradley University — Offers a variety of outreach programs and centers tieit Isenall
business and industry. The Colleges of Business and Engineering involve bothaadulty
students in internships and senior projects for local business and industry.
Washington Community High School offers numerous classes in technical and warkforc
training. Standardized test scores are consistently above state and aaboages.
ICC has established the Tech Prep Program and Workforce Preparationiatidelnit
Programs that help train Washington High School students for entering the werk forc

Planned growth areas
Over 500 acres for commercial and industrial development in the 2001 Comprehensive Plan.
Recent water and sewer treatment plant improvements provide capacityvitin.gr
Washington’s civic leaders, including Mayor Gary Manier, are dedicated @itshand its
business/economic growth.

Visit our website alittp://www.washington-illinois.ort¢p review city codes, maps,
economic development information, contacts, andtiadal resources.
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Why Washington? “Washington is not only
o _ the greatest place in the

Allies in development— You'll benefit from the world to live, it's a great

local people who help businesses grow. place to do business. And

we’'re working to make it

Mayor Manier and civic leaders Mayor Gary Manier, ”
y Y y even better.

who has also served as Chairman of the Board of
Washington Community High School, understands the
importance of growth and development in the City. Mayor
Chamber of CommerceWashington’s Chamber of Gary Manier
Commerce has a hard-working, friendly staff. For
decades, the Chamber has taken great pride in serving Washington businesses amel being t
source of community information. The Chamber has various hard-working commiities s

as itsCommunity Development Committednich offer new businesses help in getting started

in Washington. Each summer the Chamber sponsors and organi¥¢ashiegton Cherry
Festival,which attracts tens of thousands of visitors to Washington annually. Contact Denise
Magnuson, Executive Director, at the Chamber office by phone at 309-444-9921, bytemail a
wcoc@mtco.comor visit the Chamber website [atp://www.washingtoncoc.com

City of Washingtor- The City of Washington staff encourages business creation, attraction,
retention, and expansion through Enterprise Zone incentives, tax increment fipancin
streamlined plan review and permitting, and other programs.

Washington’s owriEconomic Development Commissisas formed in 1986 and has helped
create and administer Washington’s Enterprise Zone and TIF DistricssEDG meets

monthly and is chaired by David Thornburg, President of Heartland Bank.

Jon Oliphant, AICP, is the City of Washington Planning and Development Director. Contact
Jon at City Hall by email apliphant@ci.washington.il.usr by phone at 309-444-1135.
Heartland Partnership/Economic Development Council for Central llliro¥ou have allies

such as the Heartland Partnership, also known as the Economic Development Council for
Central lllinois. Heartland Partnership provides knowledgeable staff cfimprograms,

and networking opportunities to encourage business growth and development. Visit their
website ahttp://www.edc.centralillinois.orépr demographics and other regional economic
information. Greg Truninger is the Heartland Partnership’s Tazewell Courggt@ and

can be reached gtruninger@edc.h-p.orgr at 309-495-5952.

Washington Park District Washington’s Park District works hard to continuously improve
and expand our local parks and recreation system. The park district maintains riine loca
parks and several miles of recreation trails that connect businesses twrgigias, schools,
parks, and civic facilities. Each summer the Park District organizes arxtheSus

Macker tournament 3-on-3 basketball event of national prominence. This tournament
annually attracts over 500 teams and thousands of spectators, visitors, and busdwss ve
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Transportation links to key locations— Washington’s highways will link you to
Peoria, Bloomington-Normal, Springfield, Champaldrdana, and the Quad
Cities. We’re midway between Chicago and St. Louis

Washington has ready access to the Greater Peoria and Bloomington-Norkedplaees.

To the west, U.S. 24 and Route 8 link Washington to I-74 (5 miles), U.S. 150 (4 miles) and
U.S. 116 (4 miles).

To the east, U.S. 24 extends to I-39 (17 miles) and I-55 (33 miles) and beyond.

The Greater Peoria Airport (15 miles) and the Central lllinois Reginabrt (37 miles)

are both an easy drive from Washington.

Business 24 through Washington carries nearly 20,000 vehicles per day, connecting
shopping centers, restaurants, and the historic Washington Square.

Traffic counts on U.S. 24, Route 8 and Peoria Street near the Downtown Square dll excee
10,000 vehicles per day.

Other local traffic counts are available at City Hall or onlinet://dot.state.il.us/

Future transportation links:
Washington’s U.S. 24 right-of-way is a major east-west transportation route dogriket
Peoria area and Chicago, linking Washington to major Midwest markets.
lllinois Route 8 in Washington is planned for widening and other roadway improvements.
Washington and other area communities are pursuing a better connection to I-74. City
officials and area legislators are supporting this study and the potenaahéoy “eastern
bypass” that could complete the interstate loop around Peoria through Washington.
Trucking - There are over 150 Interstate Commerce Commission approved trucking
companies with over 130 terminals throughout the area.
Air - Fifteen miles away, the Greater Peoria Airport provides air fréigbtigh FedEX,
Emery Worldwide, Airborne, DHL, and others.
The Greater Peoria Airport is the largest downstate airport for caitipoa wew air cargo
transfer facility, which coordinates easy shipment of goods to and from thelareet
passenger flights, including jet service, are available to a number ofitieS. &Nlumerous
flights connect to O’Hare International Airport in Chicago, to St. Louis and bthies.
To the southeast, the Central lllinois Regional Airport in Bloomington is one ofdtesta
growing airports in the nation. Washington is well situated in relation to bothtairpor
Rail — Rail service is ten minutes away where both piggyback and container shipments are
packaged. The area is served by ten railroads and the Toledo, Peoria & Westey Rail
travels through Washington.
Barge — The Greater Peoria Barge Terminal is fifteen minutes away and prokigesest
of containers and bulk materials on the lllinois River.
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Infrastructure and building sites — You will find infrastructure nearby and
numerous building sites available.

Intersecting U.S. 24 is North Cummings Lane, a developing industrial corridoplaiined
commercial development at major street intersections.

Intersecting Cummings Lane just south of U.S. 24 is Cruger Road, which was complete
reconstructed in 2003 and 2005. Additional roadway improvements are underway.
Coupled with roadway improvements, a major sanitary sewer extension project was
completed in 2003 to serve planned growth areas along Cruger Road and Cummings Lane.
Several commercial developers have land available in Washington. Currentrocoahme
subdivisions and shopping centers are anchored by Wal-Mart Supercenter,, Kidget,
Cohen'’s Furniture, GKC theaters, Dollar General, two car dealerships, aichhugfices.

Both large and small sites are available for immediate development.

Water - The City’'s second water tower and water treatment plant provide service to
development in and around the business corridor.

The City of Washington owns and operates the water system and has made a major
commitment to the development of an adequate water supply.

In 1994, two new wells and a new water treatment plant were completed to setepidgve
areas within and around the City. Two additional wells and pumps were installed in 2003 to
meet current and future demands.

Treatment Capacity: 1,790,000 GPD
(gallons per day)
Storage Capacity: 1,000,000 gallons
Average Daily Demand: 1,000,000 GPD
Peak Daily Demand: 1,683,000 GPD
Available Capacity: 790,000 GPD

Sanitary Sewer— The City of Washington also owns and operates two wastewater treatment
plants. In 1997, the City expanded the treatment capacity at one of these plants@dQ@ao
GPD (gallons per day). These improvements provided hydraulic capacityvahgnto the
immediate future. A facilities plan has recently been completed for additiayeaiic treatment
capacity, and engineering design for treatment plant expansion will soon begi

Treatment Capacity: 2,100,000 GPD
Present Load: 1,350,000 GPD
Available Capacity: 750,000 GPD

Note: treatment load based on three-month low fioerage.
Electricity and Natural Gas — AmerenCILCO
Fiber Optic Digital Telecommunications— Verizon
High-Speed Internet— Insight Broadband, Verizon, MTCO, and others

Wireless Communications— Nextel, U.S. Cellular, Verizon, Sprint, and others
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Economic plans and incentives- Washington has plans for growth and the tools
to make it happen.

Washington’s Economic Development Marketing Plans our local guide for incentives

and tools for business growth. In 1998, Washington City Council and the Washington
Economic Development Commission commissioned an Economic Development Marketing
Plan for the City. Blane, Canada Ltd. completed the plan in 1999. Background information
from that plan is included at the end of this profile.

Hundreds of acres are recommended for commercial and industrial developmentiig'she C
2001Comprehensive Plan.

Washington offers numero@terprise Zone incentives. The Enterprise Zone provides
incentives through 2006 for commercial and industrial areas citywide, andytea€
applied to extend the life of the Zone through 2016. Washington’s Enterprise Zone:
waives all property taxes for 5 years on new buildings and site improvements,
waives all state and local sales taxes on building materials,
provides a 1% State income tax credit,
reduces most building permit fees by 50% for commercial and industrial dewesigpm
reduces utility connection fees by 50% for commercial and industrial develgpment
offers other state-provided tax incentives and credits

Washington’s twdl'ax Increment Financing (TIF) districts provide financial incentives for
new development along Washington Road (TIF 1) and redevelopment in the Downtown
Square (TIF 2). Financial incentives for TIF 1 will expire in 2009, while work has begun t
extend the life of TIF 2 for the downtown area.

TIF 1, at Mount Vernon Commercial Park, has 18 acres of vacant land. The TIF 1
district is anchored by two car dealerships, retail stores and offices, a ettgwaant,

and other businesses. A private redevelopment incentive program is availaiaes for
construction and rehabilitation. The City has helped a number of these busindsses wit
infrastructure, site preparation and loan interest subsidies.

TIF 2, the Downtown Square TIF, is part of our active and historic downtown business
district. There are few vacancies and plenty of shoppers and serviceblavailae
downtown has a full-service grocery store, unique restaurants and quaint shops. A
private redevelopment incentive program is available for building restoatin
rehabilitation. The City has helped many downtown businesses with building and site
improvements.

Washington’s staff and EDC work in concert with theartland Partnership, also known
as the Economic Development Council for Central Illinois.

The Partnership is ready to help businesses secure low interest loansefraihabl
Tazewell County and other sources.

The Partnership has a history of helping area businesses with low intemssiricluding
large loans from the lllinois Development Finance Authority.

Economic, demographic and other regional information is available at Heartland
Partnership.
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Education and employee training— From elementary school to four-year schools,
Washington offers quality education and numerouama@f employee training.

Washington is known for itsxcellent public and private schools.Three public school
districts feed into Washington Community High School. Washington also is home to Saint
Patrick’s, a parochial grade and junior high school.

Kindergarten —8 grade schools

District 50 850
District 51 750
District 52 800
St. Patrick School 200

Washington Community High Schooloffers numerous classes in technical and workforce
training, including programs in conjunction with ICC.

Standardized test scores are consistently above local and national averages.

WCHS and its Leadership Challenge program won the 2000 Governor’'s Hometown Award.

Washington Community High

School Enroliment (2006) 1,089

Graduation Rates (2005)
Graduating Students 94.8%
State Average 87.4%

ACT Test Scores (2005)
Graduating Students 21.6
State Average 20.1

lllinois Central College (ICC; enroliment 11,000),a “When we neede

community college serving ten counties in Central lllinois

oo . : : technical help in our too
is just five minutes west on U.S. 24 from the City’s room IE)ZC set
commercial corridor. J up

ICC offers more than 75 programs on robotics, numerica| ~ SPecialized program fo

control, CAD, graphic arts and design, electronics and m local businesses an
other areas. trained four of our
ICC has established the Tech Prep Program and Workfo current employees.’

Preparation and Initiative Programs. These programs mj
businesses with Washington High School students who {
to learn through on-the-job experiences and accumulate L Joe Camp
credit hours, which can be transferred to ICC. lllinois Valley Plastics
A full 98% of ICC occupational graduates reported that they

were employed in lllinois, including 78% within the ICC district.

ICC tailors numerous standardized and customized training programs to area cempanie
including Caterpillar and other major manufacturers.

The ICC Professional Development Institute offers numerous short-term worlestwps

seminars on subjects ranging from computers to managerial traininge fbloesan be

customized to meet the specific needs of business and industry, and can be held on campus or
at the work site.

Bradley University (enrollment 6,200)in Peoria is a major comprehensive institution, with

five undergraduate colleges and a graduate school. Bradley University semes [linois
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through its cultural and creative productions, a variety of outreach programs asrd tesut
benefit small business and industry, workshops, short courses and certificate program
Bradley’s Colleges of Business and Engineering involve both faculty and students i
internships and senior projects for local business and industry.

The Foster College of Business Administration provides the business communigtyaofa
resources — including management talent, graduate and executive programs, andadggting
business information.

NearbyEureka College (enrollment 500)college home of President Ronald Reagan, is a
private four-year liberal arts college only 10 minutes from Washington.

Retail sales— Washington is the marketplace for the surroupdirea, and prides
itself on having all the conveniences of a selfpgrpng community.

The City’s Economic Development Marketing Plan estimates Washingtads &rea at
approximately 125 square miles with a population of approximately 40,087 persons.

2001 Total Retail Sales by Selected Category
Gen. Mdse. Food Eating Auto Mfg. Total
$33,333,025 $27,471,896 $11,246,866 $48,106,291 $6,594,408 $157,596,156

2001 Pull Factors by Selected Category

Gen. Mdse. Food Eating Auto Mfg. Total
188% 171% 113% 174% 277% 143%

Source: Retail Trade Analysis, Dec. 4, 2002, RE@nomic Technical Assistance Center, Macomb, IL

The 2001 calculated pull factors above indicate, on average, that people are coming from
areas outside Washington for those particular goods or services.

Tourism and our historic downtown - Washington, lllinois, one of the earliest-
established communities in Central lllinois, cesebd its 175 birthday in 2000.

The historic Downtown Square is a vital, active center for shopping, dining andcesdvoit
for local and regional customers. Historic homes and shops line our downtown streets.
The newly renovated and restored Denhart Bank Building, built in 1874 on Washington
Square, was recently listed on the National Register of Historic Plabesbuillding houses
a bed and breakfast, restaurant, and pub.

The Washington Historical Society offers tours of the historic Zinser Houseto\aw.
Washington is a frequent stop for people looking for everything from general goods to
unique collectibles and gifts to contemporary furniture to fine dining.

Washington is part of the Ronald Reagan Trail Communities Association, markiogitbe
Reagan traveled from his boyhood home to nearby Eureka College.
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Residents— Washington is home to over 13,000 people, frmmglss to young
families to active seniors.

City of Washington — total 13,167
Washington Township 19,427
Washington trade area (est.) 40,087
Tazewell County 129,786
Tri-County Metropolitan Statistical Area 347,387
(Peoria, Tazewell, & Woodford)
Washington trade area median age 36.8
Washington trade area avg. household size 2.63

(Figures are from the 2000 Census, except for ihet@al, obtained from the 2004 Special Censusd, except for
the trade area estimates, obtained from the Cli§38 Economic Development Marketing Plan.)

Housing — Washington offers a choice of stable neighborhoods that residents can be proud of—
older and established, stately and historic, or new and modern—which can be found throughout
the city. About three in four residents own their homes. Housing prices are as follows:

Median Sale Price of Homes (includes new and existing) $124,000
Average Construction Value of New Housing $190,000

Income — Households in the Washington area have a higher average household income than the
surrounding Peoria area and the State of lllinois.

Median household income:
City of Washington - $52,210
Washington Trade Area (est.) - $51,763

City government, taxes and services A Mayor and eight Alderman elected from
four city wards comprise the legislative body. Buer twenty-five years a
professional City Administrator has directed opers.

The City’s annual budget is approximately $11 million.

The City provides police and fire protection, 24-hour paramedic service, emergsogyg

and ambulance services, water and sewer services, highways and streetgatetr control,
planning, zoning, and economic development.

Property taxes make up only about 5% of the City’s budget.The City of Washington has
become less dependent than ever on property taxes to fund general operations.

The City’s portion is about 5% of the total property tax bill. The City of Washington’s

tax rate is so low that the difference between being within or outside {harater limits is

only about one cent per hundred dollars of assessed valuation.

Tax caps are in place for other taxing bodies This essentially keeps property taxes no
higher than 5% or the rate of inflation, whichever is less. Taxing bodies regfeirerrdums

to exceed tax caps. Yet Washington’s public services, including parks, schaly, dnd

other entities, continue to maintain high performance and draw people to Washington.
Planning and Zoning— The City’s first Comprehensive Plan was adopted in 1960. Several
plans followed, with the most recent plan adopted in April 2001. This ensures the Gty give
forethought to how and where it develops to ensure the appropriate use of land and the
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efficient extension streets and utilities. During the four decades sincedpioa of the

City’s Zoning Ordinance, it has undergone numerous revisions and updates to keep it current
with building and development trends. Washington also has an adopted Subdivision Code,
which is updated periodically.

Police Protection— Washington consistently enjoys the lowest or near lowest crime rate in
Central lllinois.

Washington has a staff of 19 sworn, full-time police officers, a ratio of about onerqféc

700 citizens. The police department also has 15 sworn, auxiliary officers and nalitual ai
agreements with surrounding law enforcement agencies for assistance wéssane

The Police Department operates enhanced emergency telephone 911 servic@atitheals
working around the clock every day of the year to serve an area of nearlgaigh¢ miles.
Washington Fire Department and Rescue Squad There are four full-time, nine part-time
and 30 volunteer members of the Washington Fire Department.

The City has had full-time advanced life support personnel since 1998, providing 24-hour
paramedic service.

The City’s Fire Insurance Classification is five (5).

Below is a typical property tax breakdown and rate summary for taxes payablein 200
Property taxes are eliminated 100% through 2006 (taxes payable in 2007) on all new
construction in the Enterprise Zone.

Taxing Body 2003 RATE % OF BILL
Grade School Dist. (avg.*) 2.6306 36.64%
High School 308 2.2324 31.09%
Comm. College 514 0.4771 6.65%
Tazewell County 0.4396 6.12%
Washington Corporate 0.3761 5.24%
Wash. Dist. Library 0.2067 2.79%
Wash. Permanent Rd. 0.1542 2.15%
Washington Rd. & Br. 0.1259 1.75%
Washington Twp. 0.1207 1.68%
Washington Park District 0.4230 5.89%
TOTAL 6.8285 100.00%

*Average tax rate for local grade school distrié, 51, and 52

Washington’s corporate tax rate is one of the lowest of any city in the Bnealazewell
County Supervisor of Assessments can provide more specific tax rate informatiohivimual
properties. The tax rate depends on the districts in which the property is locateakstdarg,
there are three elementary school districts that serve Washington.

Public Libraries — There are two public libraries located in Washington, one near the downtown
square and one in Sunnyland Plaza. The Washington District Libraries have over 70,000 books
and 100 subscriptions to periodicals available at their two locations. Throughrtbis Nialley

Library system the library has unlimited books and periodicals on any subjemabiz. The
Washington District Library recently announced plans for a new libratymwattax increase.

Major employers and workforce — The City of Washington has a variety of businesses that
provide goods and services to markets around the world as well as the next-door neighbor.
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Major Manufacturers and Distributors Approx.
Company Name Business Type Employees
lllinois Valley Plastics molded components 98
Miller Welding & Iron Works metal fabrication 70
American Allied Railway rail wheels and brakes 66
WICC, Ltd. electrical transformers 41
RP Short Run printing and graphics 36
Global Fire Equipment/MES fire trucks, apparatus 36
GFE Manufacturing lighting systems 25

Major Retailers
Wal-Mart Supercenter general merchandise 340
Uftring Chevrolet-Saab automobile sales 105
Kmart general merchandise 100
Kroger grocer 90
Lindy’s Downtown Market grocer 54

Major Services/Institutions
Washington school districts education 425
ICC employees in Wash. zip code education 249
Washington Christian Village elderly care 136
City of Washington local government 80

Employment Data
Percent in labor force 69.7% Percent working outside county 52.2%
Percent unemployed 4.1% Mean travel time to work (min.) 21.5

Percent Employed by Occupation Category

Management and professional 38.3%
Service 13.3%
Sales and office 27.5%
Farming, fishing, and forestry 0.1%
Construction, extraction, and maintenance 8.1%
Production, transportation, and material moving 12.8%

Source: 2000 U.S. Census

Financial institutions — The City of Washington has a number of major financial institutions:
Associated Bank, BankPlus, Citizens Equity First Credit Union (CEFGis)dditac Banking
Center, Heartland Bank & Trust Co., and Washington State Bank. These provide outstanding
access to virtually unlimited financial services.

Quiality of Life — Washington offers a full range of housing: from existing three-bedroom
ranches under $100,000 up to executive homes overlooking wooded valleys. Washington is
known for its quaint downtown shops and restaurants, quality schools, great parks and
recreational activities, and safe, quiet neighborhoods.
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